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Sanity in Wisconsin

IN THE NATION
By Tom Wicker

The settlement by which a Menomi-
nee Indian force peacefully evacuated
a Roman Catholic novitiate in Wiscon-
sin, and under . which the 262-acre
property is to be deeded to the
Menominee nation for $1 and “future
considerations” appears to have been
a triumph of good sense and humanity.
Nobody was killed on_either side, the
forces of law and order are being offi-
cially served, and the Menominees will
regain possession of a property they
regarded as historically their own.

The Menominee settlement, more-
over, may signal some easing of what
American Indians consider the hostil-
ity of the Roman Catholic Church
toward them .and their claims. At the
peak of the Wisconsin siege, when it
appeared possible that the National’
Guard would storm the novitiate and
the Menominee warriors holding it,
th Alexian Brothers drder of Chicago,
who held title to the property, sought
the counsel of the Apostolic Delegate
in Washington. His advice was sensi-
ble and crucial—that an empty noviti-
ate was not worth a single life.

At about the same time, Governor
Pat Lucey of Wisconsin—who  was
frequently in direct telephone negotia- -
tion with: the Menominees holding the
hovitiate—was putting a hard question
to the ‘Alexians. Did they really want
hhntoordafome,umdtqregalna‘
property they had all but asbandoned?
Particularty when Col. Hugh Simon-
- 50N, o ling . the National: Guard.;
“units " surrounding : the ‘navitiate, had
said, “There ure dedicated psople in -
- there, ‘who ‘m'going_to_stay_ untif
they get an honorable agreement.~ I
know there are people who 'will die
for this cause.” oo
The Alexians did not want to force
that issue and in the end they partici-
pated in the “honorable
agreement”—as did the 'occupying
Menominee ‘warriors, ‘who .dropped
their demand for amnesty, and who
have now been charged locally with
criminal  offenses (misdemeanors
except for five felony counts against
the leaders). Title to the novitiate,
however, will' ba deeded to the ‘whole -
Menominee nation, - # C s
.« - Governor. Lucey and Colonel Simon- .
son seem to have handled this, prickly
matter with- intelligence and"_ﬁxiﬁxie‘ks
toward ‘both , sides: Bringing: n - the'
National Guard at the approrriaie nic- .
ment enabled the Governor to super-
sede hostile loca] authorities without
appearing weak; and Colonel Simon-
son’s handling of the Guard—includ-
ing ordering them tq patrol with un-

-

-

. States 'long since

loaded weapons~—won praise even
from the Menominees. The lesson—
too late to prevent Kent State, Jack-
son State, Attica and other atrocities
—is that gunfire need not be the-auto-
matic recourse of a challenged society.

Some more militant Indiang may

continue to consider the- criminal

.charges unwarranted, and many whites
in the vicinity of the novitiate are
apparently angered by the settlement
on grounds -that the. Menominees, in
effect, seized the property and were
rewarded with its ownership. But that
raises questions no white American
ought to consider without shame-—to
whom -did these disputed lands origi-
nally belong? By 'what disreputable
means did non-Indian property owners
first take title to them?

Those are questions that some

American Indians ‘are determined to -

press to.a remarkable conclusion—the
renewed recognition by the United
States of the sovereignty of the 300-
odd Indian nations, That sovereignty
would ‘include the ownership of lands
originally recognized in solemn treaties
with the Indian nations,

The United States has not been
making such treaties—which the Con-
stitution decrees as “the supreme law
of the land”—since 1871, but it has
never formally repudiated those made
before then, In séme’ cases, the validity

of a treaty is in dispute; in many it is

hot, In practice, however, the United
ce ceased to treat-any
Indian tribe as a sovereign nation,

It it did so -recognize: the Indians,
there would be. hundreds of independ-

ent nations ‘scattered

n_thirty states, sﬂ;:"lmii: - being

the 24 niliiorrseresrciaimed by the .
Shoshone - in.: Nevada, ‘and ‘the huge - -
tracts of . the.:Sjoux: in’ the. Dakotas,

of the Choctaw.and” the Cherokee. in

- Oklahoma, arid. of the Six Nations in

New York. - Exactly “how such sover-

‘eignty might work In"practice is not
tlear, although Jim ~Durham- of the

‘International ;Indian - Treaty' Council: - -
observes sardonically: that “we'd prob. - -
“ablylet Washington handleour foreign

policy.” . L -

". Mt Durham ‘represents the council
—formed last June at' “Standing Rock
‘Indian Coun "—to ariyone who will
listen at the:United Nations, His task
there- is ultimately to gain;what ' the-
council called, 'rex '
bership of :the sovereign . Native: Na-
tions”; more: immediately; hé. sseks to-

have an AmericanIndiag “delegation

received and heard. as“ths “‘one: color

‘of' Mankind in the world who are not
‘represented in:the United Nations . . .

the indigenous Redman of the Western
Hemisphere.” That-the Intians do not
consider themselves represented by
the United States ig something the
rest of us might ponder, »

frecognition_and -mem-.




LIST OF THE OGLALA LAKOTA DELEGATION

The following names of Oglala Ieaders were chosen at
the last meeting held in Porcupine, South Dakota on
Saturday, July 26, 1975, to accompany the Traditional
Chiefs and Headmen to Washington, D. C.

Four (4) representatives were chosen from each district
on the reservation to carry the voice of our people.

In all due respect, we apoligize for those that were
not able to depict, for we have many, many eligible
and competent Traditional Lakota Ieaders on the Pine
Ridge Reservation.

The representatives or delegates consists of; Tradi-
tional Chiefs, Headmen, District Chairmen and Council-
men, and other areas of responsibility for the general
Lakota population.

All of these delegates were life long residents of the
Pine Ridge Reservation and have proven themselves

time and time again, as leaders or spokesmen for the
Oglala Lakota Nation:

Treaty Chiefs, Six (6):

l. Frank Fools Crow

2. David Flying Hawk
3. Luke Weasel Bear
4, Charles Red Cloud
5. TFrank Kills Enemy T I N
6. Matthew Bear Shield e “eQ\
"f 0— 1
Delegates of the districts: %: ff
N *
Oglala: S

l. Frank Star

2. Francis He Crow

3. Russell Loud Hawk
4, Edwin Fills The Pipe

Manderson - Wounded Knee:

1. Eugene White Hawk

2. Morris Afraid Of Hawk
3, Paul Red Star

4, Oscar Hollow Horn



Porcupine:

Jim Iron Cloud
Ramsey Red Hawk
Oscar Bear Runner
Frank Locke

Guy Dull Knife
Matthew King

Birgil Kills Straight
Ray Bull Bear

Batesland -~ Wakpamni:

1.
2

e
4,
Wanblee:
1.
2.
e
4,

Pine

Marvin Ghost Bear
David Two Lance
Dawson No Horse
Mario Gonzales

Jimmy Red Willow
Selo Black Crow a—
Jake Little Thunder .
Jacob Yellow Hawk /

2o
. N i £
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Richard Little
Hobart Keith
David TLong
Toby Eagle Bull

Dan Bad Wound
Jim Holy Eagle
Albert Red Bear
Louie Bad Wound



Sept. 12, 1975

Lakota Treaty Council

To Whom It May Concern: .

we, the undersigned, as traditional chiefs and headsmen delegate
responsibility to those other chiefs, headsmen and representatives

of the Oglala Lakotsa Nation who remain in Washimngton,D.C. toO continue
pursuing our original goals and purposes for coming to Washington, b.C.
i.e. to establish a heeting petween ourselves and the President of the
United States.

We are returning to Pine Ridge Reservation to Fulfill some prior com-

mitments and will come back to Washimgton,D.C. next week.

Chief Frank Fools Crow

5L/7 . 7\///4 }%&wyl

Treaty ChleF'Fbﬁnk ¥KrlIs Enemy




Sept. 19, 1975

70 wHOM 1T VAY CONCERN

TUE GOVERINENT OF Tk UNITED STATES

e, the undersigned members of the Oglala Lakota Treaty delegatiocn
who are in Washington to effectuate a meeting between orl¢™ Chief and

the President of the United States do hereby state in unrevocable

terms that from this day forward we will not engage in «ny discussions

with Dr. Tneodore larrs under any circumstances.

CHIEVS HEADUVEN, AND DELEGATES OF TJ? OGLALA LAKOTA TREATY COMCIL
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United States Pepartment of the Interior

BUREAU CF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTOXN. D. C. 20245

I REPLY RAITR FO3 % \%1.%
Tribal Government : %

Services _ Eﬁs

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: "Traditional' Pine Ridge leaders meeting with the
President

PARTICIPANTS: Louls Bad Wound, Larry Red Shirt, Fugene White Hawk,
Zack Bear Shield, Lou Gurwitz (non-Indian attorney),
Ms, Kilberg (White House) and Leslie Gay (BIA)

At Ms, Kilberg's invitation we met together from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
on September 23 in the South Annex to discuss further efforts by the
"traditional Chiefs and Headmen' to meet with the President regarding
the Pine Ridge situation. The meeting was taped by Mr. Bad Wound.

Messrs. Gurwitz, Bad Wound and Red Shirt explained again their view of
the situation and stated that only a meeting with the President could
set a course whereby any real progress would be possible., Some general
discussion followed,

While the respective positions are well known, it was interesting to
note the view that under the treaty the Government would have a
responsibility to resettle those tribal members who found the tradi-
tional way of life and government unacceptable, when they were restored
to Pine Ridge. Such, allegedly, would be a minority, as President
Wilson's support is derived only as a result of fear and his control of
"jobs" arising from the "IRA government', and the return to "tradition-
alism" would do away with his "support." Also, new to me was the
statement that the IRA government was invalid in that only 29.3 percent
rather than the required 30 percent of the eligible voters voted not to
reject it,

Ms. Kilberg stated that the President would not meet with the "traditional'®
group, This should be made clear as notwithstanding its views, the IRA
council and President Wilson constituted the legal government. As an
alternative, and she clearly stated it was strictly her thinking, would
the "traditionalists" meet jointly as members of a Presidential

Commission composed of Wilson representatives and those appointed by the
President (not necessarily government people)? She held that possibly

the President would agree to meet with such a group to lay out his views

CONSERVE if\- ¢
AMERICA'S ) _
5] ENERGY. S
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as to its mission in seeking long term solutions to current Pine Ridge
problems. Interest was shown in this, and it was discussed with the
following conclusion, whereupon the meeting was concluded:

Ms. Kilberg will seek White House and administrative support
for the Commission proposal. If forthcoming, and she
emphasized that no suppqrt as yet existed, the proposal
would be put into writing and submitted to the interested
individuals. Mr. Gurwitz indicated that only then could the
"Chiefs and Headmen' respond.

Many groups have studied Pine Ridge, but such a commission has not been
involved. While there is no guarantee of its succeeding, there is no
guarantee it would not produce some beneficial results if its findings
were jointly concluded.

1f such a commission holds out some hope to those who consider the
present situation hopeless, then it deserves serious consideration.

cc: Commissioner
Mr. Krenzke
Ms. Kilberg
C. Soller/S. Keep
Mr. Pennington //»—~
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New York State

Mra, K Auatin, (hainp
Ammicztz}%ndian wwgenmwn

2340 Street
Bingfi:fl::,z New Jork 13903

q, #2)”  President Theresa Prozeralik ® Administrative Vice President Gayle Roeland ® Internal Vice President Betty Kannenberg
’ External Vice President Wanda Hudak ® Executive Secretary Laureen Stephani ® Treasurer Carol Vanuga
‘ Past President Kathy Spolsky
ot Septembern 3, 1975
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Y Gerald R, Ford, President
United States of America
1600 Pennaylvania Avenue

Wanhington, D. (.

Dear Mr, President:

Jhe New York State Jayncees, at a necent meeting with the Onondaga (ouncil
of C/z.é;:{n, /zafl the opportunity to meet with an elected official of the gine Ridge
Siowx Inibal owzci,fami an education coondinaton fon the Oglala people, JThey

bave informed us that a delegation of 6 traditional chiefs and 4 ‘elected esen-

Latives from each dirtrick af Pine Ridge are on Their way @«T%' e ﬂ?e are
lﬁ e J.j/ulx” yﬂkg e necognized as are e_u #A:{jplne/z[nzcﬂvu
0 e "people”, The New Yo. Zate Jayncees are in full ont o e wi
JLerlw&_oMpaA we share a deep cancefz.;/za g,vle/t the continued m of Lite, L&bmty:@
and the punsuit of happiness at the Pine Ridge Yndian ternitony,
{. Accunate ing of memb (p noles of the Oglala Sioux and an
accunate ew ( n’{and coemment in fbﬂow-up with the 1868
Jort Laramie Ineaty provisiona,
2, fJoint Resolution #133 (aupponted since it's incepiion by the WS Jayncees
and we ane pleased 2o see it has come into exi encej %/wl neaolution’s
{5=man commirsion should be representative of all Sndian Nations across
the countny, Policies should not be directed ¥ Native Americans as a
w/wirzl aince needs and desines vary from Nation to Nation, ALL policiea
ahould be eanily interpreted and meet the approval of all people.

3. lUpholding of the 1934 Sndian Reonganization Act inauning mone voice and
iﬁvolvement){éy the "people” in thein govennment as co;m’zm'.ca;ééona at the
present Lime ane nil,  Tnibal Preaident, Richard Wilaon comnios the
whole ball-of-wax with Vice=President, D, Fim Wilson ﬁwtﬁm} acting
anr "brain” for Richand Wilson, A good gy would be Nixon and Agnew,
An even greaten solution would be netunn to Zhe #naditional tribal
government where total democracy would be in councils

4  Indian (laims (ommission (1946) - (Lose examination of it's neaponaibilitiea,
In the words of Vine Deloria, Tn., the Sndian (laima (ommisrsion has seitled
lean than hal of the land accounting claima i .9tﬁa44idw?oed
moat of the claims that the tribes have which did not involve danda, e
influence of the Sndian (laima (ommission has been immense because many
tederal policy=makers have arsumed that any claima that the tribes have
are being handled by that commisnion, .Suj i not true, and dissatisfac-
Zion has grown o tﬁe point where nadical measunes have taken place,
Government money being usred to defeat the government i centainly comical,




We j}ynceea. are exz‘nemelg conce/med with the practices of the Bl at Pine
n

7? e, ce civic and cn iadiction dves not eé[aot Sndian te/w.uto/r.y
outh Dakota, the FB/ /zave no business being therne, 9t seems inonic that

Aeve/zal ed, 64 :btedongaruga&.om are operating on on nean Pine R that
there 4/:0% be Z’Zﬂ investigation being opz‘.elz againat the victima, tﬁ%évwm

thene ia a need fon an investigation of the inveatigatons/

J/L/V York State Jayncees feel these eoleneedaotwnmtﬁ Abwg,g,ée
forn justice, tice .:’. . too long ove/dof/ee—ed. e afw_ /c):on,&afent e
”/tona/z. owc ineatien and commitiments anound the wwu[d” ve m

Le. We must begin at bome, Since the 3{0&@[

{bﬂiﬁcommg,, /w.[beite/c way Zo reinstate oun pride in Amenica than %o embanfe on
a new thrneatold of honeaty and fairness in ourn relatiorship with Native Amenicana,

Jhe Silven (ovenant C/za,m (used when Sndian people would viait Waafu.ngpta
and polinh it togethen with the President before talka on negotiations would
6e9mwaé a Aynlyol of ;&J.embxﬁcp} has not been used since (890, Thank you fon
youn ention,

Sincerely youra,
¢ (lecillen

menican .Qna’,w.n. Awarenesn

New Jork State Jayncees




New York State ) [‘/\ D

ﬁmfm .

Amenican Auwarenesn
2340 Geneva 5 Z

Binghamton, NY 13903

Gerald R, Jond, President
1600 Pennaylvania five

Washington, D. (.
REGISTERED 20006
NO. /5s7/
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UL W HITE HOUS
WASIIINGTON
Data September 5, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: DR, MARRS

TEOM: WARDIIN S, RTUSTAND
SLAIECT Re: Audience for SIOUX dcfe_gation from PINE RIDGE,

2

The attached is for your appropriate handling. - ;
¢

Thank you. :
Telegram from DAVID and JUDITH BANNER, ENWELL, NEW YORK,
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non-Indians. There is some justification for this, because the 40 acres
given to young people in the Allotment Act was not sufficient for them to
make a living. The result was Government schools. On the two million acre
Pine Ridge Reservation in 1916, omly 40 acres were leased to non-Indians.

A year later nearly 80Z of the land was leased to non-Indian cattlemen!

The great social experiment of the 19th Century became a systematic
exploitation of people during the early 20th. It was not until the Indian
Reorganization Act of 1934 that things began to change. This Act called »
for formally organized and recognized tribal government. During the 1950's,
these newly organized tribal governments were able to turn back "termination".

'They also were in an ideal position to exploit the "War on poverty", which -

followed, and to gain many advantages denied to other minority groups during

the expansion of social programs in the 60's. A conflict arose when inadequate

tribal constitutions could not cope with the complex contracting and grants-—
manship. The grants themselves provided little or none for administration

4{tself. The constitutions were strengthened.and continue to be so.

The poverty programs raised the question of Indian identity - often to 8
crisis situation. People were being hired partly because of their education
and partly because of their tribal membership. The two factors seemed to
work toward a common niddle grOund in which the problem of what it meant to

be an Indian was the central question.

With the rise of Indian Activism in a number of forms, this central question,
which has been avoided for a century, dominated the emotional consciousness
of Indians without finding an intellectual context in which it could relate
to the modern world. People knew they were Indians and tried to develop

" a pride in this fact of their existence, but pride too often expressed

ftself in anti-white sentiments, not in a reflection of the basic Indian
values which managed to exist for the nearly a century that South Dakota
has been dominated by non-Indians.

The result for the Indian communities was that instead of regaining the
integrity that had been their chief characteristic in former years, the
whole system of belief and faith in tribal institutions was so undermined
that now the activists are shouting for the abolition of tribal govermment.




o e 5 oA s . .
» o
AT

VY L A

One would have to conclude that the process of assimilation has created
a partial creature that in many ways can never again be made into a
wvhole being. The struggles of the succeeding years, vhile spectacular
in some respects and disastrous in others, have been simply the events
which could have been expected when central issues were avoided orx
approached obliquely. ’

It must be the obligation of South Dakota. to stop and examine the central’
i{gsue of culture and civilization closely and with ‘an openess to accept
the best from both Indian and non~-Indian culture. How does one determine
the relative value, worth and reality of culture? What factors are

. considered in weighing the values by which men 1ive? Does an expanding

technology give to one group of men a divine right to force upon another

group of men behavior patterms, values, laws and concepts which are

- foreign to them?

Law has alwais availed to settle and civilize society. We can trace the
absence of much integrity in the law for the past century when applied to
Indians. It has rather been, if one reflects upon the events that have

been reviewed, a curious mixture of sociological theories masquerading as

legal concepts that have dominated Indian affairs. We now come full circle -
Indians are presently repeating the mistakes of the White Man-by attempting.
to force law to perform precisely those acrobatics which the Whites of the
1880's and 1890's asked it to do.

We have not learned from history. We need a sense of cooperation and
understanding as we plan for the maximum use of our natural and cultural
resources in this time of unemployment and depression.

It is time for us to sit down together, examine history together, share
our cultural concepts and pick the best from both cultures for our children

. and our children's children. .

Jim Gillihan
Office of Cultural Preservation
February 6, 1975




TO: Oglala Sioux Tribal Council Aifﬂmféb“x

Pine Ridge, South Dakota B <Q§

. -

FROM: Lakota Treaty Council Vj;. n§¥
Larry Red Shirt o g

Executive Coordinator

DATE: April 19, 1976

Mr. Chairman, members of the Council, and members of the Oglala
Lakota Nation, who are present at this meeting here today:

I am honored for the opportunity of addressing this elected Council
of our Nation. First, on behalf of the Chiefs and Headmen of the Oglala
Lakota Nation, I extend a handshake and congratulations to each and every
one of you in your successful venture in this elective system.

As it involves and affects the future of our Nation and the future
of coming generations, I feel it is extremely important to present to this
Council the position and the progress that the Lakota Treaty Council has
made in respect of gaining recognition of the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty.

Before I proceed any further, for the benefit of those present that
do not know or who have forgotten, I would like to explain briefly the
"Interpretation and meaning of the "1868 Treaty'" and also the term '"Tradition-
alist" as it applies to the members and constituency of the Lakota Treaty
Council.

The Lakota Treaty Council believes and clings to our way of life as
our Forefathers lived it. A way of life, with basic human principles and
doctrines, although humble in its nature, have been recognized by other in-
deginious peoples as one of the greatest in the world. It is our hope that
"eruth'itself will peel away the layers of ignorance which is the result of
a hundred years of brainwashing.'" Thus, we recognize that one of our greatest
tasks is the re-education of our own people.

In the 1860's the "Great Lakota Nation" along with its allies initiat-
ed a resistance (so called Red Cloud's War) that halted the invasion and so-
called "Westward Expansion of the Wasin Icula: Time and time again, the Lakota
proved invincible and victorious. The U.S. Government after realizing that it
was costing them 2 million dollars to kill one Lakota and the fact that the
"Civil War' had just put a big dent in their pocketbook, decided to push for
a peaceful settlement.

Subsequently, both Nations agreed to the terms and entered into a
Treaty. What is to be known as "The 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty."

Even today we are bound to that same Treaty not only by the natural
laws that govern us, but because our Forefathers blessed the Treaty with the
"'Sacred Pipe". _

Even today the people of the United States Goverment are bound to
that same Treaty because U.S. Law says treaties are "on par and equal to the.
constitution' as "Supreme Law of the land". :

30



With the strengthening and unification of our people can we take
ourselves.

positive steps to insure that '"Divide and conquer" tactics will not work
anymore with the Oglala.- We have suffered enough.

We the Lakota Treaty Council invite all true Oglala to lift up
dom for our people.

their heads and look to the future of our children and the unborn. The

Lakota people must recognize who the real enemy is, that we may defend

We ask for your support in our struggle to find justice and free-
Support the 1868 Treaty.

lies ahead of us - we walk forwardswith our heads up to confront the many

obstacles as a true Oglala.

gle goes on.

Though a long hard road

With the guidance of Tunkasila, Wakan Tanka we shall win! The strug-

~ Ho. Hechetu Yelo.
Pilamaye Pi Yelo.
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